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right, and many of our own body 
think the same. His declaration we 
cannot possibly approve of, because 
It is at variance with our recorded o* 
pinions. But, bow are we to act ? 
Our resolutions do not impute to him 
wilftil error. And shall we censure 
a man <br honestly differing from us 
in opinion, for not acknowledging 
errors which he thinks he has 
not committed ' No. We do not 
pretend to infallibility. We are 
a party in the case, and our decision, 
however sincere, may be erroneous. 
The matter is now before the pub- 
lic. Let it decide between Dr. Dick- 
son and 08." This is the true expo- 
sition of the Synod's sentiments. 
And let roe tell Observer before we 
part, that the members of the last 
Synod were so thoroughly satisfied 
that Dr. Dickson was a man, " more 
sinned against than sinning," that 
even if he had been chargeable with 
something worse than um|>!e error, 
they would hare thought it hard that 
he should be punished, while the 
persons, by whom, according to the 
spirit of their own recent resolutions, 
he bad been insulted, persecuted and 
calumniated, were allowed to remain 
unpunisb«d. 

Obsierver, in his second letter, 
proves, that Dr. Black did not vote 
for quashing th« discussion relative 
to Dr. Dickson in limine, from the 
fact that Dr. William Neilson was 
the mover of the amendment to that 
purpose. This argument 1 hand 
over to " An Actor," as furnishing 
materials for another syllogism. Ob- 
server's obstinate repetition of his 
mistatements has ejitorteil these re- 
marks. Your's, &c. 

Feb. 2d, 1814. Veros. 






T» the PrtfrUtari of tht Btlfait Magaxlnt. 

Gentlemen, 

N your Magazine for January, 
A Burgher Stceder" has pub- 



lished what he calls a defence of 
the conduct of that body in grant- 
ing a supply of preaching to somo 
members of the congregation of 
Clare, who dissented Irom Mr. A- 
dams, and the Synod of Ulster. 

From ihe indeterminate manner 
in which it had been mentioned in 
a former number of your justly es- 
teemed Magazine, that the spirit of 
ob!>iinucy and illiberality had been 
fostered by Seceders, I conceived it 
proptr to to tell the world what 
class of Seceders had interfered. 
If their conduct should meet with 
the approbation of the enlightened 
and liberal, 1 was sorry they should 
be deprived of it. If blame, — I 
thought they had the best right to 
bear it. 

At the same time I did transiently 
express my most unqualified disap- 
probation of their conduct; and the 
more I reflect upou the atfair, the 
more fixed am I in my opinion, that 
thedisseming members of Clare act- 
ed like " hot-headed bigots," and the 
Burghers who supplied them with 
preachings in " au ufichristian-like 
and illiberal manner;" nor has ail the 
sophistry employed by "A Burgher 
Seceder," to make the matter appear 
specious, been able to make me 
change that opinion. Indeed, had 
the defence, so named, not been 
signed " A Burgher Seceder," [ 
should have been templed to believe 
it came from the pen of a Jesuit; 
such a striking similarity does th« 
wh<ile tenor of it bear to the sophis- 
tical quibbling usually employed by 
that Older, to varnish a bad cause. 
His displeasure that the alikir ha« 
met ihi; public eye, under pre- 
tence that it has been misreprfcsewt- 
ed ; bis descanting upon the fideli* 
ty and moral character of the Burgh- 
er ministers, forgetting that self- 
praise is not to be esteemed honour- 
able commendation, and that their 
charucier, as tu these qualities, wai 
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never called in question : his dexter- 
ity at keeping I'Ut of view the real 
grounds upoH which the chiirfjes of 
illiberality, bigotry, &c were found- 
ed, and then, upon entkelif dfferent 
grounds, alteniptinfj to retute iliera ; 
and his enumeration of instances 
ill which the members of the Synod 
of Ulster, or "of the liberal and 
self-denied communion of your An- 
tiburgher coi respoixlent," granted 
preaching to those who applied for 
it ; instances not in the sii^'btest man- 
ner similar, because the grounds upotj 
which preaching was requested atid 
granted, were totally different : these, 
with his statement of the true prin- 
ciples of religious liberty, by which, 
he says, Seceders, (Burghers, he 
means,) have conducted themselves 
in this, and in every ^oiilar case, 
would reflect no little honour upon 
ene of that fraternity. I have no 
inclination, nor i& it my immediate 
business, to fill the pages of your 
Magazine with a detaikd confirma- 
tion of those charges. This will, ao 
doubt, be done by the person who 
fijst brought the subject before the 
public. I have told the world what 
class of Seceders fostered illiberality 
in the congregation of Clare. I 
have, I hope, prevented any odium 
from being attached to theroere term 
Seceder, or to that class of Seceders 
to which I belong. This was all I 
intended. 

But, gentlemen,! did not deny that 
the conduct of the Burghers, in the 
instance in question, was illiberal, 
and unchnstian-like. Let the grounds 
upon which the charges were found- 
ed, be kept, and the charge refuted ; 
and I shall retract all I said. 

Now I ask " A Burgher Seceder" 
if the conduct alluded to be chris- 
tian-like and liberal, why does he so 
artfully attempt to conceal the 
grounds upon which the charges 
were founded ? What was the 
grand reason why the disafi'ecled 



mentiiers of Clare applied to his bo* 
dy ti r preaching ? What was the 
leading principle upon which ths 
often and opeitly avowed reason 
why they would no longer at* 
tend upon the ministrations of Mr. 
Adams, nor remain in coniiectioD 
with the Synod of Ulster ? It was be* 
cause Mr. Adams had dared to lend hit 
feeble aid to the caitse of civil and reli- 
gious liberty ; becaitse they knew 
the Ministers of the Synod of Uls- 
ter were friends to Catholic emanci- 
pation ; because, enjoying the bles. 
sings of civil and religious liberty 
thenifselves, they wished them tote 
extended to their Catholic couotry* 
men. Hinc illae lachrymse. Upon 
this ground alone, the disaffected 
members of Clare were denominat- 
ed " hot headed bigots ;" upon 
this ground alone,, the conduct of the 
Burghers who sopplied them with 
preaclxing, wasdenomihiated uochris- 
tian-like and illiberal; upotf tkit 
grounialone let their oondact be vin- 
dicated, and the charges, for my 
part, shall be retracted. 

Did the Burghers inquire of the 
Clare members who applied fop 
preaching, what moved them to re- 
linquish connection with Mr. Adams 
andtheSynod? And wasittoldtfaetn, 
that the grand reason was because 
Mr. Adams bad signed the putiiion in 
favourof Catholics, and the Synod afK 
proved of his conduct ; a«d that bait 
it not been upon this single principle, 
the conduct of Mr. Adams would 
never have been called in question ? 
And did the Burghers upon thi« 
ground foment discord in the socie- 
ty ? And will " A Burgher Se- 
ceder" after all, pretend that the 
conduct of that body was christiaii- 
like and liberal ? Or that they did 
not " blow up the spark into a 
flame: 

Now, I ask, if in the present 
state, or past history of the Anti- 
burgher commuuioii, "A Burgher 
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Seceder" can jwoduce a si-n^le ins- 
tana in which preaching wm irant- 
eif to dm/ people iipon stoch gi^unds ? 
Was thi« the case in afiiy of the ins- 
tances drafig;ed into ilotfce fty "A 
B«rgll*t Secedei- ?" Nay, let any 
(nte iikKMe whatever be prrriduced, 
in whit'h preaching was granted by 
Antibor'shei's, tipon the prqfeiipf, or 
even alleged motive of the officiat- 
ing Minister's being a Mend to civil 
afld religious Hberty. Wtet, tfien, 
to the pnrpose is the enuB*er?iti«hi of 
instances in w^jch Antiburghers 
have gYftntied preaching to tti^se 
who applied for it, when the grounds 
upon which it was applied for and 
gr*(rted, were toto r«?tf different ? 
Wh*reto, then, ■ serves the- rtiention 
of thfr'fortaalion of cong/e^itions 
in "^Unattees, ne»v NewbHss.^or t^ie 
diriVinn of the confrtig^ion of Ma»s^ 
toe* in Dublin ? Wbat t'o-ifher pat- 
p«se is the distorted ia<*oant<jf the 
ere«ibti In the PonrTfrwtfS ?• So-fer 
frbtB*b«4»»g ft»rtj«»d'ut>an'lfhte prrhcW 
pl«' »h«nii*tte«} -by " ABvtg^et'SB^ 
ceder,"ii» is ntrt«riou»,'thathia*y'of 
the persons who <BfiC6tfra|ted tbe ap- 
plication ft»i"pt*sicbirtg; were' Ami' 
bay^eh; «fta joftii^d i» th« congre- 
gation bec!««i«»? thef w***! at a' g?tat 
distaWtJe'frtAh afff ^hice 'df ymnhl^ 
wher« i1i*y- t<m\i icofts«ieA«i{msiy 
joi« iff'rtmwnoriiooi tet tbel^Jn- 
ciple^,' «hfeiH thai actOatttf tbe" Clare 
nwJBbef*, be amended W, atirf aff 
the 9|i^ibHs stopWsti^' of « A finrgh'- 
er Seceder^' i« "Wtertjpiing t» tnafre 
Antiborgbers appear' as bad as hi m- 
seJf.'can «er»* no other. pM*poafr than 
to«*hibT« his ^*«sterfty in cfefendi. 
ing a teati tauw, IP/ indeed, wbit 
he sayst j»«ge 1 h werfe sidmititM, he 
might Wiiimph'!i«i«ii«ely.;"« What- 
ever ded^ to wbftW aloHe h« is ac> 
co»ntab(e» iti tUM Aat«ei<, »»ay ^ge 
coficevning bitti, iio man has »'rigbt 
to binder him, or«wn i» ti»eribe Mi 
condttet to bmt or unwoiHfi^ Utoti'm^ 
Bad t^ Cl»r& pwty 4ipplie4 iat 



preaching, under the eirctmitances, 
withottt assigning any motives for 
their condtct, we could bate ^ivSii a 
pretty shrewd go^ss at fheoi. But 
thfey have been too candid to leave 
us under tbte tiectessity of guessing 
at them. They made ho Secret Of 
tbem: they atowiecf them: \\xp4 
gtoried in the*. They declared 
unamtttoialff arid publicly, in the 
face ef the PredbryterV which tttet iia 
the eXfiness ptirpose of esam>n'i6g the 
business, that had Mt. Ada ms hot 
signed the Cathofic p'eiitintt^ tber 
nevei* would have ' asptMd' ifo a 
l^rgber presbytery fof preatefifif^g. 
Such was thte^publicly aivd unifbrda- 
ly atowied motive that ictuate'<f tfi'i 
disatfected party ; in Ciare, Sdch 
vvas ttfe grooftd opon which pt^\i. 
iftg was granted them by' a Borgfier 
Priibytery}' aud suBh > ' motiVe, 
withijut fear «if cotifi»t4tl^n upon 
rationai grdonda, of of fteiiig dis- 
owned by alll'iBterii^nt Antibui^ffK- 
e^,l a»*r ttf'b^ iti tfcft bi^hcrf dft. 
gUB^ baW »oa titi*b«hy ; Uiidt It 
Beergb^s dd "not di^Wtt tbef p.^silm 

w*bo'Wouldjtt8tify'«oeft conduct, X 
am »OTietbfey''ShioWta do'sd. 

Let, ^1,' the «i<kiv%tB4t actuat- 
ed the diasfifected tiH^bfei^ '<rf cWrfe, 
be kept ill vie# ; fet It be /ajwayj 
retneihberfed iH'at (Kej^ 46'ahdoned 
conAterian #ltb\M'r. 'Adahts'aift^ the 
Syhbd, because' he artd the'yWerie 
frtertd* Wei*% Aadrelfgfobii liberty, 
and if ever the conduct «>f 'ib'ose 
whirj granted- than 6fiiMhe ^ 
vindicated,l«tt bfe tff#6« this ■ground, 
upon' wbrch'siffon* it "ifeetfs vincfi- 
catiort. The C£rf>d6tit'drtlje BiiifgR- 

Hke^amd illibtrAt, ■Mkeh/ heclMse ii^ 
preached wkHfttkey v^ invited, but 
bec***e thty p^caChed'to those who 
abanrtoned 'thi!ii' Mln%ter i^o» the 
gpondarid vnenfy'ae&weS rcAtdn, that 
he was kf friend t<> civii hiJtf felt^tous 
libeTty, 

%»K Bsfghieiv tlibe m opj^f tout- 
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tieg of making proselytes^; let them 
propagate the doctrines of Christi- 
apity,. when and 'where they can 
find opportunity,; without fear of 
censure frooi " the liberal and self^ 
denied comnii^Dion of your Anti'> 
burgher correspoodentk" But let 
tbem not foster a spirit of bigotry 
and intolerance, as . opposite to the 
benevolent and peaceable spirit of 
th« $;9*pel of J^.iis, as heavjen is op- 
posite to h^I, and then be displeased 
bec^us^ fi)e world is told that they 
were thit persons who did so. 

" A fiurgher Sbceder" aslcs *• ykbat 
precept of Cbristiawty did they 
violate I" (i.e. the Burghers, in 
Pleaching tp the disaffected mem- 
beraof' Qare,) and answers, '< surely 
tifA that on^«.r>whatBOeTer ye would 
that men >boi|ld dp unto you, da . ye 
even so to them." Now, put the 
case, (which) indeed, the conduct 
of the Burghers shakes scarcely sup* 
posable,} . that a .Burgjier Minister 
bad signed the Cat})olic .petition, and 
a part of his congregation, tfpon this 
ground, bad applied for preaching to 
another coipmunipn ; I ask, woiild 
tfie Burgher fpel pleased, if preach- 
ing were granted upon this ground f 
Would he wish others, in this case, 
to do to him as be has done t 
Would be call (he motive that actu- 
ated the one and the other, christian- 
like and liberal } . No, certainly ; 
most jniitly would be pronounce it 
qoite ,th^, contrary. And wiihout 
the sligb^st f^ar of being disowned 
by tb« enligb£ened and liberal of 
tnat cpmmunfOD' of which I have 
the honour apdbap|»inesa to be a 
member, I would join him in pro> 
npuncing it as opposite to Christian- 
ity and liberality, as light is to dark- 
ness, or as heaven is to hell ; and if 
ever Burghere give complete jostifi- 
cation of^their conduct in sending 
preachers to Cliu;^as "A Burgher 
iSeceder says (page 12,) is possible, 
let thent rcnember the ground up- 



on which alone that justification is 
necessary. 

With the highest respect for the 
moral pharacier of the Burgher Mi- 
nisters, and their fidelity in discharg- 
ing the duties uf' Christian pastors ; 
and at the sa^e time wishing them 
a copious efibsion of tbe spirit of 
liberality, and christian benevo- 
lence, I am, 

GeBtleroen, 
An ANTlBUUGBaR Secedeb. 

Feb. \Qth, 1814.. 



To thi Pi'tfrieltri e/ the Btlfatt Mazaziiu. 

Gentlemen, 

HAVING some business in tb» 
town of Lame, in October 
last, I returned by the way of Tem- 
plepatrick. When about four miles 
from Larr^e, near where a chapel 
Btpod within a few perches of the 
road, I vvas met by an acquain- 
tance. After we. had some conver- 
sation, be told me be was going 
to chapel. 1 was much surprised, 
as. I had known him to be a stitiT Pro- 
testant, and I asked him When be had 
turned Papist. He 4aid be had not 
yetdone soinor did be think he ever 
should : but that did not prevent 
him from sometimes going to chapel, 
as the .priest,^ a young man of ex- 
cellent character, who bad got a libe- 
ral education chiefly in our own 
country, always preached an excel- 
lent sermon, accompanied with pru- 
dent advice« My acquaintance al- 
so added, that a great many of the 
inhabitants of the place, of every 
religious denomination, frequently 
went to bear these sermons ; and 
that if I had time to stop, he was 
sure I would be welt pleased. I 
thought that impossible, as I bad al- 
ways held the Catholics in the ut- 
most abhorrence ; but in compli- 
ment to my friend, I went aWg 
with btm, well convinced in v^ owa 



